
OTHER POINTS OF INTEREST

North Dakota’s Coal Country is also rich in cultural 
resources. Any of these can make a worthwhile stop 
while you’re in the area.

GARRISON DAM
Riverdale, ND Call 701.654.7411 to schedule
Garrison Dam forms Lake Sakakawea, the third largest 
man-made lake in the United States. The lake is 178 
miles long with more than 1,500 miles of shoreline, and 
has a maximum depth of 175 feet. Power plant tours are 
offered to the public upon request.

LEWIS & CLARK RIVERBOAT CRUISE
Bismarck, ND lewisandclarkriverboat.com
Take an evening cruise on the scenic Missouri River. 
The boat can be chartered for large groups and can also 
provide catering. Call 701.255.4233.

KNIFE RIVER INDIAN VILLAGES 
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
Stanton, ND nps.gov/knri/index.html
The Knife River Indian Villages, the historic trading hub 
of North America, serves to preserve and interpret 
Northern Plains Indian culture. The visitor center and 
fully furnished earthlodge are free and open daily year 
round. Call 701.745.3300.

FT. ABRAHAM LINCOLN STATE PARK
Mandan, ND parkrec.nd.gov/parks/falsp/falsp.html 
Rich in both military and early Native American 
history, Fort Abraham Lincoln was once an important 
infantry and cavalry post. The park is open daily year 
round and charges entrance and interpretive fees. Call 
701.667.6340.

TOURS ALSO AVAILABLE

DEER CREEK STATION
Natural gas-fired combined cycle power plant 
near Elkton, SD

PRAIRIEWINDS 1
Cooperative-owned wind project near Minot, ND

LARAMIE RIVER STATION
Large coal-based power plant near Wheatland, WY

CULBERTSON GENERATION STATION
A small natural gas-fired power plant near Culbertson, MT

DRY FORK STATION 
Basin Electric’s newest coal-based power plant near 
Gillette, WY

CROW LAKE WIND 
Cooperative-owned wind project near White Lake, SD

GROTON GENERATION STATION 
A small natural gas-fired power plant by Groton, SD

LELAND OLDS STATION
Basin Electric’s first coal-based power plant 
near Stanton, ND

NORTH DAKOTA HERITAGE 
CENTER & STATE MUSEUM
Bismarck, ND history.nd.gov/exhibits/index.html 
North Dakota’s Touchstone Energy Cooperatives, 
including Basin Electric, provided early contributions 
that launched an expansion project that was completed 
in 2014. The museum’s four galleries feature dinosaurs, 
Native American history, state cultural history, and a 
traveling exhibit. Call 701.328.2666.

LEWIS & CLARK INTERPRETIVE 
CENTER AND FORT MANDAN
Washburn, ND fortmandan.com
The modern visitor center was constructed in part with 
coal combustion products. Exhibits detail the journey of 
famed explorers Lewis and Clark, who wintered here in 
1804-1805. It’s open daily and charges admission fees. 
Call 701.462.8535.

NORTH DAKOTA STATE CAPITOL BUILDING
Bismarck, ND nd.gov/fac/tours/tours.html
Explore the art deco architecture of North Dakota’s sky 
scraper on the prairie. Tours are free and available daily 
year round. Call 701.328.2480.

BISMARCK TOUR COMPANY
Bismarck, ND bismarcktourcompany.com
Bismarck Tour Company owner and operator Annette 
Willis has been in the tourism and hospitality industry for 
more than 20 years. Annette and friends combine current 
happenings in Bismarck with a helping of history and a 
touch of quirky humor. Call 701.226.1950. TOURS

F R E E  A N D  O P E N  T O  T H E  P U B L I C

REQUEST A TOUR
All tours require an appointment. You can request a tour 
in any of the following ways:

 · Fill out an online tour request form at
   tours.basinelectric.com

 · Email tours@bepc.com

 · Call 701.223.0441



LEARN ABOUT THE COOPERATIVE 
POWER SUPPLY SYSTEM

Flip a switch and the lights come on. Behind this simple 
action is a complex network of people, power plants 
and transmission lines that work around the clock. Their 
mission: to ensure safe, affordable, reliable electricity 
flows to more than 140 member cooperatives in nine 
states.

Basin Electric Power Cooperative’s power supply system 
includes nearly 7,000 megawatts of generating capacity 
and 2,300 miles of high-voltage transmission lines. 

Get the inside story of how electricity is made, and 
discover why learning about the big energy picture helps 
us all make smart choices from our households and 
businesses to the public policy arena.

We offer free tours to the public Tuesdays through 
Thursdays, though appointments are required. Learn 
more about our most popular tour destinations in the 
heart of North Dakota’s Energy Trail, as well as other 
facilities in the region. 

Visit our website, tours.basinelectric.com.

OUR MOST POPULAR DESTINATIONS

ANTELOPE VALLEY STATION
1 ½ hours
Learn how electricity is made. The tour includes an overview 
in the model room as well as a guided walking tour of 
the power plant. The walking tour includes stops at the 
turbine deck, control room, boiler and observation deck on 
the 17th floor. 

GREAT PLAINS SYNFUELS PLANT
1 hour
Learn how coal can be refined into natural gas and a variety 
of other products. The visitor center tour includes a model 
room tour where a guide walks participants through each 
step in the coal gasification process and describes the 
various products that result.

THE COTEAU PROPERTIES 
COMPANY FREEDOM MINE
1 ½ hours
Learn how lignite coal is produced at a surface mine and 
how the land is returned to its original state. A guided 
drive-through tour will bring you to active mining areas 
where you can see giant earthmoving equipment in action. 
You’ll also see how the land is reclaimed according to high 
standards. The mine is owned and operated by The Coteau 
Properties Company, a subsidiary of North American Coal 
Corporation.

NORTH DAKOTA ENERGY 
TOUR SAMPLE ITINERARY

What might a day-long tour of North Dakota’s Energy Trail 
look like? It could include stops like this:

 9:30 a.m. Antelope Valley Station

 11 a.m.  Great Plains Synfuels Plant

 12 p.m.  Lunch break

 12:30 p.m.  Freedom Mine 

THINGS TO KNOW 
BEFORE YOU SCHEDULE
 · Tours are free and open to the public, 
but appointments are required. 

 · Tour participants must wear closed-toe shoes, no 
high heels or flip flops. All other personal protective 
equipment will be provided as needed.

 · Please plan ahead for lunches, as public cafeterias are 
not available, and no caterers are permitted on site. Large 
school groups are encouraged to bring their lunches. 
Contact Basin Electric if other lunch arrangements need 
to be made.

 · North Dakota and South Dakota tours 
are scheduled on Central Time.

AT ANTELOPE VALLEY STATION:

 · Tour participants must be older than 6 years to go into 
the power plant.

 · Groups larger than 45 must be split between two 
buses; larger groups will be limited to the model 
room tour at Antelope Valley Station.

 · School groups will be limited to model room tours 
only during maintenance outages at Antelope Valley 
Station, when site activity levels are high.

AT THE GREAT PLAINS SYNFUELS PLANT:

 · All ages are welcome.

 · Tour participants going to Dakota Gasification 
Company’s Great Plains Synfuels Plant must show 
a photo ID. If your group is students, only the adults 
(chaperones) need to show ID. Large groups can 
submit a list of visitor’s names prior to their arrival and 
forgo signing each visitor in separately.

 · International visitors must submit a tour request 
including passport information at least 30 days in 
advance. Visit www.dakotagas.com and click on 
“Tours” to access the form.

AT THE FREEDOM MINE:

 · Children under the age of 8 must use a car seat 
or booster seat. No tours are permitted for children 
under 2 years old.

 · Groups larger than 14 must have their own bus for the 
Freedom Mine tour. 

 · Field tours at the Freedom Mine are contingent on 
road conditions on the mine site. If conditions are 
unsafe for travel into mining areas, an indoor tour will 
be provided.


